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Data protection declaration in accordance with the requirements of the General Data 

Protection Regulation (GDPR): English Translation1 

 

We would like to inform you in full regarding legal requirements and obligations, which data we 

collect and how such data is processed. While presenting our services, we will inform you below 

on our procedures and how your data is handled.  

I. Name and address of the controller 

The person responsible within the meaning of the Data Protection Regulation and other national 

data protection laws of the member states as well as other provisions of data protection law is the 

Data Protection Officer:  

I. Name und Anschrift des Verantwortlichen 

Der Verantwortliche im Sinne der Datenschutz-Grundverordnung und anderer 
nationaler Datenschutzgesetze der Mitgliedsstaaten sowie sonstiger 
datenschutzrechtlicher Bestimmungen ist die: 

Universität des Saarlandes 
vertreten durch den Universitätspräsidenten  
Campus 
66123 Saarbrücken 
Tel.: 0681 302-0 
postzentrale(at)uni-saarland.de 

Contact Saarland University data protection officer 

Meerwiesertalweg 15 
66123 Saarbrücken, Germany 
phone: 0681 302-2813 
Datenschutz@uni-saarland.de  
www.uni-saarland.de/datenschutz 

II. General information on data processing 

1. Scope of the processing of personal data 

We collect and use the personal data of our users only to the extent where this is necessary in 

order to provide a functional website as well as our contents and services.  

2. Legal basis for the processing of personal data 

In cases where we obtain the consent of the data subject for the processing of personal data, Art. 

6(1)(a) GDPR serves as the legal basis. An exception applies in cases where prior consent cannot 

be obtained for real reasons and the processing of the data is permitted by law. 

 

                                                           
1
 This is a translation from the German version of this text. In the case of conflict between the English and 

German versions, the German version shall prevail. 
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For the processing of personal data required for the performance of a contract to which the data 

subject is a party, Article 6(1)(b) GDPR serves as the legal basis. This also applies to processing 

procedures that are necessary to implement pre-contractual measures. 

In cases where the processing of personal data is required to fulfil a legal obligation to which our 

company is subject, Art. 6(1)(c) GDPR serves as the legal basis. 

In the event that the vital interests of the data subject or another natural person require the 

processing of personal data, Article 6(1)(d) GDPR serves as the legal basis. 

If processing is necessary to safeguard a legitimate interest of our company or a third party and if 

the interests, fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject do not override the interest of 

the former, Art. 6(1)(f) GDPR serves as the legal basis for the processing.  

3. Data erasure/The right to be forgotten and duration of storage 

The personal data of the data subject will be erased or blocked as soon as the purpose of storage 

ceases to apply. Furthermore, data may be stored if this has been provided for by the European 

or national legislator in EU regulations, laws or other provisions to which the controller is 

subject. The data will also be blocked or erased if a storage period prescribed by the 

aforementioned provisions expires, unless there is a need for further storage of the data for the 

conclusion or fulfilment of a contract. 

III. Provision of the website and creation of log files 

1. Description and scope of data processing 

Each time you visit our website, our system automatically collects data and information from the 

system of the computer being used.  

In such cases, the following data is collected: 

 Information about the browser type and version used (e.g. Mozilla Firefox, Google 

Chrome or Microsoft Internet Explorer, Apple Safari, Opera etc.) 

 The user’s operating system 

 The user’s internet service provider 

 The IP address of the user 

 The date and time of access (the so-called “time stamp”) 

 Websites accessed by the user’s system via our website 

 The page from which the file was requested (the so-called referrer URL) 

 The name of the file 

 The volume of data transferred 

 The access status (file transferred, file not found etc.) 

The data is also stored in the log files of our system. This data is not stored with other personal 

data of the user. No data is passed on to third parties for commercial or non-commercial 

purposes.  

 

 



3 
 

2. Legal basis for data processing  

The legal basis for the temporary storage of data and log files is Art. 6(1)(f) GDPR. 

3. Purpose of data processing 

The temporary storage of the IP address by the system is necessary for the website to be 

delivered to the user's computer. For this, the IP address of the user must remain stored for the 

duration of the session.  

The data is stored in log files to ensure the functionality of the website. In addition, the data 

enables us to optimize the website and to ensure the security of our IT systems. The data is not 

analyzed for marketing purposes in this context.  

 

These purposes also form part of our legitimate interest in data processing in accordance with 

Art. 6(1)(f) GDPR. 

4. Duration of storage 

The data will be erased as soon as it is no longer necessary to achieve the purpose for which it 

was collected. In the case of the collection of data for the purposes of providing the website, this 

occurs once the respective session has ended. In the case of the collection of personal data for a 

contractual relationship or for a pre-contractual measure, the data is erased once the period 

required for the contractual relationship has ended.  

 

In cases where the data is stored in log files, the above applies after seven days at the latest. 

Further storage is possible. In this case, the IP addresses of the users are erased or altered, 

ensuring that any association with the user is no longer possible. 

5. Possibility to object 

The collection of data for the provision of the website and the storage of data in log files is 

absolutely necessary for the operation of the website. Consequently, the user has no possibility to 

object to such collection of data.  

IV. Use of cookies 

1. Description and scope of data processing 

Various websites operated by Saarland University use cookies. Cookies are text files that are 

stored in the Internet browser or by the Internet browser on the user's computer system. When a 

user visits a website, a cookie may be stored on the user's operating system. This cookie contains 

a characteristic string of characters that enables the browser to be uniquely identified when the 

website is called up again. 

Cookies are used to make our website more user-friendly. Some elements of our Internet pages 

require that the calling browser can be identified even after a page change or when using the 

services offered. When calling up such a website, the user is informed about the use of cookies 
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for analysis purposes and his consent to the processing of the personal data used in this context 

is obtained. In this context, reference is also made to this data protection declaration. 

2. Legal basis for data processing 

The legal basis for the processing of personal data using cookies is Art. 6 para. 1 lit. f DSGVO. 

3. Purpose of data processing 

The purpose of using technically necessary cookies is to simplify the use of websites for users. 

Some functions of our website cannot be offered without the use of cookies. For these it is 

necessary that the browser is recognized also after a page change. 

The user data collected by technically necessary cookies are not used to create user profiles. 

4. Duration of storage, objection and removal possibility 

Cookies are stored on the user's computer and transmitted to our site by the user. Therefore, you 

as a user have full control over the use of cookies. You can deactivate or restrict the transmission 

of cookies by changing the settings in your Internet browser. Cookies that have already been 

saved can be deleted at any time. This can also be done automatically. If cookies are deactivated 

for our website, it is possible that all functions of the website can no longer be used to their full 

extent. 

V. Web Analysis by Matomo (formerly PIWIK) 

1. Scope of processing of personal data 

On our website we use the open source software tool Matomo (formerly PIWIK) to analyze the 

surfing behavior of our users. The software places a cookie on the user's computer (for cookies 

see above). If individual pages of our website are accessed, the following data is stored: 

 

- two bytes of the IP address of the user's calling system 

- the website accessed 

- the website from which the user accessed the called website (referrer) 

- the subpages called from the called web page 

- Time spent on a site 

- Frequency of a call of a site 

- Number of actions on the website (page views, downloads, use of external links, internal search 

queries) 

 

The software runs exclusively on the servers of our website. A storage of the personal data of the 

users takes place only there. The data will not be passed on to third parties. 

The software is set so that the IP addresses are not stored completely, but two bytes of the IP 

address are masked (e.g.: 192.168.xxx.xxx). In this way, it is no longer possible to assign the 

shortened IP address to the calling computer. 

Legal basis for the processing of personal data 

The legal basis for the processing of users' personal data is Art. 6 para. 1 lit. f DSGVO. 
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2. Purpose of data processing 

The processing of users' personal data enables us to analyse the surfing behaviour of our users. 

By evaluating the data collected, we are able to compile information about the use of the 

individual components of our website. This helps us to constantly improve our website and its 

user-friendliness. In these purposes our legitimate interest also lies in the processing of data in 

accordance with Art. 6 Para. 1 lit. f DSGVO. By anonymizing the IP address, the interest of users 

in the protection of their personal data is sufficiently taken into account. 

3. Duration of storage 

The data is deleted as soon as it is no longer needed for our recording purposes. In our case, this 

is the case after twelve months. 

4. Possibility to object and erase 

Cookies are stored on the user's computer and transmitted to our site by the user. Therefore, you 

as a user have full control over the use of cookies. You can deactivate or restrict the transmission 

of cookies by changing the settings in your Internet browser. Cookies that have already been 

saved can be deleted at any time. This can also be done automatically. If cookies are deactivated 

for our website, it is possible that all functions of the website can no longer be used to their full 

extent. 

On our website, we offer our users the option of opting out of the analysis process. To do this, 

you must remove the corresponding check mark. In this way, another cookie is set on your 

system, which signals our system not to store the user's data. If the user deletes the 

corresponding cookie from his own system in the meantime, he must set the opt-out cookie 

again. 

Further information on the privacy settings of the Matomo software can be found at: 

https://matomo.org/docs/privacy 

VI. Transfers to other websites 

1. Links 
 

Our website contains links to other websites (so-called external links). We have no influence on 

whether the operators of other websites comply with data protection regulations. You can 

recognize such so-called external links by the following sign that precedes it  . 

 

The Europa-Institut/Saarland University Law Department is responsible for its own content in 

accordance with general laws. Our content may be distinguished from “links” to content 

provided by other providers. The Europa-Institut/Saarland University Law Department accepts 

no responsibility for external content that is provided for use via specially marked links and does 

not adopt such content as its own. The provider of the linked website is solely liable for any 

illegal, incorrect or incomplete content and for damages arising from the use or non-use of the 

information. The editors of our website are only responsible for external references if they have 

positive knowledge of them containing any illegal or criminal content, and it is technically 

possible and reasonable to prevent their use. 
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2. Integration of Google Maps 

On this website we use the services of Google Maps. This allows us to display interactive maps 

directly on the website and enables you to conveniently use the map function. 

 

By visiting the website, Google receives the information that you have visited the corresponding 

page of our website. In addition, the data mentioned under title IV, point 1 of this declaration 

will be transmitted. This is regardless of whether Google provides a user account that you are 

logged in with or whether no user account exists. If you are logged in to Google, your 

information will be directly associated with your account. If you do not wish to be associated 

with your Google profile, you must log out before clicking the button. Google stores your data as 

a usage profile and uses it for advertising, market research and/or website design purposes. Such 

an analysis takes place in particular (even for users who are not logged in) to provide demand-

oriented advertising and to inform other social network users about your activities on our 

website. You have the right to object to the creation of such user profiles, however, you must 

contact Google in order to exercise this right. 

 

For more information about the purpose and scope of data collection and its processing by the 

plug-in provider, please refer to the provider's privacy policy. Here you will also find further 

information about your rights in this regard, as well as settings options for the protection of your 

privacy: http://www.google.de/intl/de/policies/privacy. Google also processes your personal 

data in the USA and is subject to the EU-US Privacy Shield, https://www.privacyshield.gov/EU-

US-Framework. 

3. Use of web fonts 

External fonts, Google Fonts, are used on this website. Google Fonts is a service of Google Inc. 

(“Google”). These web fonts are integrated via a server call, usually a Google server in the USA. 

This transmits to the server which of our internet pages you visited. The IP address of the 

browser of the device the visitor uses to access these internet pages is also stored by Google. You 

can find more detailed information in Google`s data protection information, which you can 

access here: www.google.com/policies/privacy/   

VII. Contact form and contact via email  

1. Description and scope of data processing 

There is a contact form on our website which can be used to contact us electronically. If a user 

makes use of this possibility, the data entered in the input screen will be transmitted to us and 

stored. This data includes: 

 Your name 

 Your email address 

 The subject of the message  

 The message itself. 

 

https://www.privacyshield.gov/EU-US-Framework
https://www.privacyshield.gov/EU-US-Framework
http://www.google.com/policies/privacy/
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At the time the message is sent, the following data is also stored: 

 The IP address of the user 

 the date and time of registration 

If there is an opportunity to input personal or business data (email addresses, name, addresses), 

the input of this data is voluntary. Your data will be treated confidentially and not passed on to 

third parties. No link to the above-mentioned access data is made.  

 

Alternatively, you can contact us via the email address provided. In this case, the user's personal 

data transmitted by email will be stored.  

 

When you contact us by email or via a contact form, the data provided by you will be stored by 

us in order to answer your questions. We erase the data arising in this context once such storage 

is no longer necessary, or restrict the processing if statutory retention obligations exist. In this 

context, the data will not be passed on to third parties. The data is used exclusively for the 

processing of the conversation. 

2. Legal basis for data processing  

The legal basis for the processing of data transferred by means of sending an email is Art. 6(1)(f) 

GDPR. If the aim of the email contact is the conclusion of a contract, the additional legal basis 

for the processing is Art. 6(1)(b) GDPR. 

3. Purpose of data processing 

The processing of the personal data from the input screen serves us solely for the purposes of 

processing the establishment of contact. In the event of contact by email, this also constitutes the 

necessary legitimate interest in the processing of the data. 

Other personal data processed during the sending process serves to prevent the misuse of the 

contact form and to ensure the security of our IT systems. 

4. Duration of storage 

The data will be erased as soon as it is no longer necessary to achieve the purpose for which it 

was collected. For the personal data from the input screen of the contact form and for data sent 

by email, this occurs once the respective conversation with the user has concluded. The 

conversation is terminated when it can be inferred from the circumstances that the facts in 

question have been fully clarified.  

Additional personal data collected during the sending process will be erased after a period of 

seven days at the latest. 

5. Possibility to object 

If a user contacts us by email, he/she can object to the storage of his/her personal data at any 

time. In such a case, the conversation cannot be continued thereafter. 
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A user can object to the storage of his/her data by means of email, post or fax. 

 

All personal data stored throughout the course of contacting us will be erased in this case. 

VIII. Rights of the data subject 

If your personal data is processed, you are a data subject within the meaning of the GDPR. You 

have the following rights vis-à-vis the controller: 

 

1. Right of Access 

You can ask the controller to confirm whether personal data concerning you will be processed by 

us.  

If such processing has taken place, you can request the following information from the 

controller: 

(1)  The purposes for which the personal data is processed; 

(2)  The categories of personal data being processed; 

(3) The recipients or categories of recipients to whom the personal data concerning you has 

been or is still being disclosed; 

(4) The planned duration of the storage of the personal data concerning you or, if it is not 

possible to obtain specific information in this regard, criteria for determining the storage 

period; 

(5)  The existence of a right to rectification or erasure of personal data concerning you, a right 

to the restriction of processing by the controller, or a right to object to such processing;  

(6)  The existence of a right to lodge a complaint with a supervisory authority; 

(7)  Any available information on the origin of the data, if the personal data is not collected 

from the data subject; 

(8)  The existence of automated decision-making including profiling in accordance with 

Article 22(1) & (4) GDPR and - at least in these cases – the provision of meaningful 

information on the logic involved and the scope and intended effects of such processing 

for the data subject. 

You have the right to request information as to whether the personal data concerning you is 

transferred to a third country or to an international organisation. In this context, you may request 

to be informed of the appropriate guarantees regarding such a transfer in accordance with Art. 46 

GDPR. 
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2. Right to rectification  

You have a right to rectification and/or completion vis-à-vis the data controller if the personal 

data processed concerning you is incorrect or incomplete. The controller shall make the 

rectification without delay. 

 

3. Right to restriction of processing 

 

Under the following conditions, you may request that the processing of personal data concerning 

you be restricted: 

 

(1)  If you contest the accuracy of the personal data concerning you for a period of time that 

enables the data controller to verify the accuracy of the personal data; 

(2)  The processing is unlawful and you oppose the erasure of the personal data and instead 

request that the use of the personal data be restricted; 

(3)  The controller no longer needs the personal data for the purposes of the processing, but 

you need them for the establishment, exercise or defence of legal claims, or  

(4)  If you have filed an objection against the processing pursuant to Art. 21(1) GDPR and it 

has not yet been determined whether the legitimate grounds of the controller override 

your reasons. 

If the processing of personal data concerning you has been restricted, such personal data shall, 

with the exception of storage, only be processed with the data subject’s consent or for the 

establishment, exercise or defence of legal claims or for the protection of the rights of another 

natural or legal person or for reasons of important public interest of the Union or of a Member 

State. 

 

If the processing restriction has been restricted in accordance with the above conditions, you will 

be informed by the controller before the restriction is lifted. 

 

4. Right to erasure (‘Right to be forgotten’) 

 

a) Duty to erase 

You may request the controller to erase the personal data relating to you without delay and the 

controller is obliged to erase this data without delay if one of the following reasons applies: 

(1)  The personal data concerning you is no longer necessary for the purposes for which it 

was collected or otherwise processed. 

(2)  You revoke your consent on which the processing was based pursuant to Art. 6(1)(a) or 

Art. 9(2)(a) GDPR, and there is no other legal basis for the processing.  
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(3)  You file an objection against the processing pursuant to Art. 21(1) GDPR and there are 

no overriding legitimate reasons for the processing, or you file an objection against the 

processing pursuant to Art. 21(2) GDPR.  

(4)  The personal data concerning you has been processed unlawfully.  

(5)  The erasure of personal data relating to you is necessary to fulfil a legal obligation under 

Union law or the law of the Member States to which the controller is subject.  

(6)  The personal data concerning you has been collected in relation to information society 

services offered pursuant to Art. 8(1) GDPR. 

Provision of information to third parties 

If the controller has disclosed the personal data concerning you to third parties, and is then 

obliged to erase such data pursuant to Art. 17(1) GDPR, he shall take appropriate measures, 

including technical measures, taking into account the available technology and the 

implementation costs, to inform those processing such personal data that you as the data subject 

have requested the erasure of all links to this personal data or of copies or replications of this 

personal data. 

Exceptions 

The right to erasure shall not apply to the extent that processing is necessary  

(1)  For the exercise of the freedom of expression and information; 

(2)  For compliance with a legal obligation which requires processing by Union or Member 

State law to which the controller is subject or for the performance of a task carried out in 

the public interest or in the exercise of official authority vested in the controller; 

(3)  For reasons of public interest in the area of public health, pursuant to Art. 9(2)(h) & (i) 

and Art. 9(3) GDPR; 

(4)  For archiving purposes in the public interest, scientific or historical research purposes or 

for statistical purposes, pursuant to Art. 89(1) GDPR, insofar as the right referred to 

under a) is likely to render impossible or seriously impair the attainment of the objectives 

of such processing, or 

(5)  For the establishment, exercise or defence of legal claims. 

5. Right to information 

 

If you have exercised your rights of rectification or erasure, or your right to restriction of the 

processing, the controller is obliged to inform all recipients to whom the personal data 

concerning you has been disclosed of such rectification or erasure of the data or restriction on 

processing, unless this proves impossible or involves a disproportionate effort. 
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You have the right to be informed of such recipients by the controller.  

6. Right to data portability 

  

You have the right to receive the personal data concerning you that you have provided to the 

controller in a structured, common and machine-readable format. In addition, you have the right 

to pass this data on to another controller without obstruction by the controller to whom the 

personal data was provided, as long as: 

(1) The processing is based on consent pursuant to Art. 6(1)(a) GDPR or Art. 9(2)(a) GDPR or 

on a contract pursuant to Art. 6(1)(b) GDPR and; 

(2) The processing is carried out by means of automated processes. 

In exercising this right, you also have the right to request that the personal data concerning you 

be transferred directly from one controller to another controller, insofar as this is technically 

feasible. The freedoms and rights of other persons must not be affected by this. 

The right to data portability shall not apply to the processing of personal data necessary for the 

performance of a task in the public interest or in the exercise of official authority vested in the 

controller. 

7. Right to object 

 

You have the right to object, on grounds relating to your particular situation, at any time to the 

processing of personal data concerning you which is based on point (e) or (f) of Article 6(1) 

GDPR, including profiling based on those provisions. 

The controller shall no longer process the personal data unless the controller demonstrates 

compelling legitimate grounds for the processing which override the interests, rights and 

freedoms of the data subject or for the establishment, exercise or defence of legal claims. 

If the personal data concerning you is processed for direct marketing purposes, you have the 

right to object at any time to the processing of the personal data concerning you for such a 

purpose. This also applies to profiling, if this is carried out in connection with such direct 

marketing. 

If you object to the processing for direct marketing purposes, the personal data concerning you 

will no longer be processed for these purposes. 

Notwithstanding Directive 2002/58/EC, you have the possibility to exercise your right to object 

in connection with the use of information society services, by means of automated procedures 

using technical specifications. 
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8. Right to revoke the data protection declaration of consent 

You have the right to revoke your data protection declaration of consent at any time. The 

revocation of consent shall not affect the lawfulness of the processing carried out on the basis of 

the consent until revocation. 

9. Right to lodge a complaint with a supervisory authority 

Without prejudice to any other administrative or judicial remedy, you have the right to lodge a 

complaint with a supervisory authority, in particular in the Member State of your habitual 

residence, your place of work or the place of the alleged infringement, if you consider that the 

processing of personal data concerning you is contrary to the GDPR.  

The supervisory authority that the complaint has been lodged with shall inform the complainant 

of the status and outcome of the complaint, including the possibility of a judicial remedy under 

Article 78 GDPR. 

The supervisory authority responsible for the Saarland University is the 

 

Unabhängiges Datenschutzzentrum Saarland 

Die Landesbeauftragte für Datenschutz und Informationsfreiheit 

Fritz-Dobisch-Straße 12 

66111 Saarbrücken 

Tel.: 0681 94781-0 

poststelle(at)datenschutz.saarland.de 

 

IX. IX. Updating the Privacy Policy 

Saarland University points out that the online offer is subject to constant further development 

and change. This circumstance makes it necessary to adapt the data protection declaration to 

such changes and further developments. You should therefore read the data protection 

declaration regularly in order to inform yourself about changes with regard to the processing of 

your personal data. If the changes require your cooperation, we will inform you. 

 

 


